MEN OF POWER
especially for his powers of observation and for his
capacity to win the confidence and the affections of his
wide circle of patients. They looked up to him, feared
him, yet loved him. Charles says of him that "he was
the best judge of character I ever knew" and "incom-
parably the most acute observer." He took long walks
with his son, teaching him to note the differences in the
plants and tiny animals which they saw in gardens, pas-
tures, and woods. He also taught his son a number of
homely maxims, the most memorable in Charles' esti-
mation being: "Never become the friend of anyone you
cannot respect." A man of thrifty habits and of good
business sense in his investments, he prospered financial-
ly so that he was able to bequeath to his children a large
property. Charles was thus freed from worries about
money matters throughout his life and enabled to de-
vote his undivided attention to his scientific studies.
He once declared that he did not gain much intellec-
tually from his father but that "his example ought to
have been of much moral service to all his children/'
An instance of that example was the occasion when his
father had been called to attend a banker who had at-
tempted suicide. The man was dead when the doctor
arrived. It would have been quite natural for the doc-
tor to have gone at once to the bank to withdraw his
funds before the inevitable run on the bank. But he
did not do so, for, wrote Charles, "it would have been
dishonorable in my father to have used his professional
knowledge for his private advantage." This sensi-
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